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“ Out of difficulties grow miracles. 

Jean de la Bruyere     .”  

  Friday 21st June 2024 

steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

 
Message from Mrs Daniels: 
 
This week in school has given us an opportunity to recognise the positive and powerful 

role which sport and physical activity can play in communities and in people’s lives across 

the world. I have spoken to many Year 6 children this week about how they can take part 

in a whole new range of sports next year when they move to secondary school. We were 

very proud of the way they took on the responsibility of helping to run our two sports 

mornings this week.  They will make brilliant sports leaders as they move on to their new 

schools.  

 

It was wonderful to see so many families joining us in the sun on the school field to enjoy 

the sports activities.  The children absolutely loved it and thank you too for all the positive 

comments from parents and grandparents. Our aim was for the children to experience an 

event which was fun, competitive and inclusive for all children. In assembly this morning 

we announced that the winning house was Team Rashford but the points score was very 

close. The trophy was collected by Ollie and Isabel, our Rashford Sports Captains. 

The Olympic values of courage, respect, inspiration, friendship determination, equality 

and excellence were reflected in all of the certificates which were given out in assembly 

today.  

 

Another thank you to those of you who came along to support our Book Fair in 

school this week. Thank you to Mrs Barbour and Mrs Brown who organised this. We 

sold a huge number of books and so we will look forward to choosing some books for 

the school library from the vouchers given to us by the book company.  

 

Thank you to those of you who signed up to help the PTA in their preparations for 

the film screening of ‘Wonka’ on Saturday 6th July.  If you can spare just half an hour 

of your time, any help would be very much appreciated.  

 

We have been in touch again with the Highways Agency to discuss  the repainting of 

the yellow lines on the road outside school. Until this happens please can we remind 

you to park in one of the 3 designated car parks in the village and avoid parking in 

the area between the church and the bus stop. 

 

Have an enjoyable weekend.  

 

Jo Daniels,  

Acting Head Teacher 

Steeple Morden C of E Primary School 

7 Hay Street 

Steeple Morden 

Royston 

Hertfordshire 

SG8 0PD 

 

Phone: 01763 852474 

E-mail: office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

Website: www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

“Be brave, be kind, be the best you can be.” 

“Someone is sitting in the shade today because someone planted a tree a long time ago.” 

Warren Buffet 



EASY FUNDRAISING  
 
Thank you to everyone for raising donations for Steeple Morden Primary School with 
easyfundraising!  
 
If you haven't signed up yet, it's easy and completely FREE. 8,100 brands will donate to 
us when you use easyfundraising to do your everyday online shopping - at no extra cost 
to you!  
 
Every donation you raise makes a difference to us so please sign up & share today. 

https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/steeplemordenps/2GZIQA/at/
TSX8RX7z/DM1329437/facebook/ 
 
 

Second-hand School Uniform Sale 
 

Tuesday 2nd July 3.10pm in the playground (or hall if wet weather)  

All items 50p each, money goes to the PTA 

If you have any good quality, clean uniform to pass on, please bring it to the front desk by 

Friday 28th June 

 



Wednesday 26th June New Reception Parents Meeting – timings tbc 

Thursday 27th June Year 4 Cricket Competition 

Mon 1st July –Fri 5th July Bikeability 

Tues 2nd July Year 3 Walk to Ashwell Springs 

Tues 2nd July Second Hand Uniform Sale 

Fri 5th July Rocksteady Concert - tbc 

Sat 6th July PTA Outdoor Cinema Event—WONKA 

Weds 10th July Year 6 Performance (afternoon) 

Thurs 11th July Year 6 Performance (evening) 

Mon 15th  July Reports home to parents 

Tues 16th  July Potential Year 6 Party – date and time tbc 

Tues 16th July Year 3 Trip to Chiltern Open Air Museum 

Weds 17th July Year 6 to BVC 

Thurs 18th July Year 6 to BVC 
Year 6 Parents Meeting (at BVC) 

Fri 19th July Leavers Assembly 
Final Day of Term! 
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Absence Reporting 
 

If your child is absent 
please advise us on 01763 
852474 (Option 1) and 
leave a message on the 
absence line or email 
office@steeplemorden.cam
bs.sch.uk    
 
Please don’t message via 
Parentmail as we don’t 
use this aspect of the 
system and so this won’t 
be seen. 

School Meal Charges        
Summer 2024 

Daily:            £2.40 

Weekly:              £12.00 

1st half term £67.20 

2nd half term £81.60 

Whole term £148.80 
 

Please make payment 

for school lunches via 

Parentmail in advance 

of meals taken.   

 

We are now a 

‘cashless’ school and 

will no longer accept  

cash or cheques.  

 Term Dates 2023 - 2024 
  
Autumn term begins  Tuesday 5th September 2023 

Autumn half term  Monday 23rd - Friday 27th October 

2023  

Autumn term ends   Wednesday 20th December 2023 

INSET Days     Friday 1st September  

(pupils not in school)        Monday 4th September 

  

Spring term begins  Thursday 4th January 2024  

Spring half term    Monday 19th – Friday 23rd  

February 2024  

Spring term ends   Thursday 28th March 2024  

 

Summer term begins       Tuesday 16th April 2024  

Early May Bank Holiday Monday 6th May 2024 

Summer half term  Monday 27th - Friday 31st May 2024  

Summer term ends  Friday 19th July 2024  

INSET Days    Monday 15th April  

(pupils not in school) Monday 3rd June 
    Monday 22nd July 
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Term Dates 2024-2025 
  
Autumn Term dates 

INSET:- Tuesday 3rd September 2024 & Wednesday 4th September 2024 

Thursday 5th September to Friday 25th October 

Half Term: Monday 28th October to Friday 1st November 

Monday 4th November to Friday 20th December 

Christmas Holidays:  Monday 23rd December to Friday 3rd January 

 

Spring Term dates 

INSET:- Monday 6th January 2025 

Tuesday 7th January to Friday 14th February 

Half Term: Monday 17th February to Friday 21st February 

Monday 24th February to Friday 4th April 

Easter Holidays: Monday 7th April to Monday 21st April  

 

Summer Term dates 

INSET:- Monday 21st  April 2025 and Monday 1st  June 2025 

Tuesday 22nd April to Friday 23rd May 

Half Term: Monday 26th May to Friday 30th May 

Tuesday 2nd June to Wednesday 23rd July 

Summer Holiday: Thursday 24th July onwards 

 
 

 



Notice Board 
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Home Time Arrangements 
 

Please ensure that you advise the office by email on 

office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk by  12 noon if your child’s home time 

arrangement will be different from usual.  

 

Please also remember that if your child is being collected with another child to 

let us know; we've had a number of occasions when the office has had to make 

a last-minute phone call at the end of the day.  

Playground 
 
Parents are asked to ensure that their children, whether those who attend school or 
younger siblings, do not play in the gazebo or on the play structure at school pick up 
time.  This is to ensure everyone’s safety and prevent any damage to these valuable 
structures.   Please ensure that once on the school premises, bikes and scooters are 
walked, not ridden.  

School uniform 
 

Please, please ensure that your child’s belongings (uniform, bags, water bottle etc) are 

all labelled with your child’s name.  We have a number of jumpers and other items 

which have been misplaced by their owners which we can’t return as they don’t have 

the child’s name inside, or have the name of a ‘previous owner’.  



Notice Board 
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Illness in School 
 
If your child is absent from school, you must notify school by 9.30am of the reason for absence.  If 
we haven’t heard from you, we are obliged to investigate your child’s absence. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Please see (left) a basic summary showing 
recommended times for children to be away 
from school when suffering from childhood 
diseases.  A comprehensive list is available at  
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/
default/files/
Guidance_on_infection_control_in%
20schools_poster.pdf  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
* For sickness and/or diarrhea it is essential to keep your child away from school until 48 hours 
after the last episode of diarrhoea/vomiting.  These sorts of bugs can be transmitted very 
easily, particularly in school settings.  We do encourage lots of hand-washing in school and would 
ask you to follow this at home, as well.  Please remember if your child is unwell they will be much 
more comfortable at home with a parent or carer who can look after them much more closely than 
we can in school. 
 
**For advice on dealing with headlice please see https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-
nits/ 

Condition Absent for 

Chickenpox Five days from the onset of rash and all 

the lesions have crusted over 

Impetigo Until lesions are crusted/healed or 48 

hours after starting antibiotic treatment 

Measles 4 days from onset of rash and once# 

recovered 

Scarlet Fever Exclude until 24 hours of appropriate  

antibiotic treatment completed 

*Sickness 

and/or diar-

Until 48 hours after last episode of sick-

ness/diarrhoea 

Conjunctivitis None 

**Headlice None 

Mumps 5 days after onset of swelling 

Tonsillitis None 



Notice Board 

8 

Covid-19  -  Current advice is that this should be treated as any other respiratory infection.  The 
following is from People with symptoms of a respiratory infection including COVID-19 - GOV.UK 
(www.gov.uk) 
 
Symptoms of respiratory infections, including COVID-19 
Respiratory infections can spread easily between people. It is important to be aware of symptoms 
so you can take action to reduce the risk of spreading your infection to other people. 
The symptoms of COVID-19 and other respiratory infections are very similar. It is not possible to 
tell if you have COVID-19, flu or another respiratory infection based on symptoms alone. Most 
people with COVID-19 and other respiratory infections will have a relatively mild illness, especially 
if they have been vaccinated. 
 
If you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, such as COVID-19, and you have a high 
temperature or you do not feel well enough to go to work or carry out normal activities, you are 
advised to try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people. 
 
Symptoms of COVID-19, flu and common respiratory infections include: 
 
 continuous cough 
 high temperature, fever or chills 
 loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell 
 shortness of breath 
 unexplained tiredness, lack of energy 
 muscle aches or pains that are not due to exercise 
 not wanting to eat or not feeling hungry 
 headache that is unusual or longer lasting than usual 
 sore throat, stuffy or runny nose 
 diarrhoea, feeling sick or being sick 
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We’ve had a fun week in the sun! The children were fantastic at Sports Day. We are very proud of 

their resilience and bravery as well as their sportsmanship.  

 

We have begun our new theme of ‘Under the 

Sea’. We started by looking at the text 

‘Commotion in the Ocean’ by Giles Andreae. We 

identified the rhyming words and came up with 

our own. We are going to continue using this 

text next week.  

 

In Maths, we have been sorting. The children 

are really good at thinking about different ways 

we could sort by either colour, size etc.  

 

In Phonics we continued our Phase 5 learning 

which included new sounds. The sounds we 

learnt this week were: wh, ph, ew, oe. These 

graphemes have been sent home for you to practise at home with your children.  

 

We have been talking about our body parts and which parts other people see. The children have seen 

the ‘Pantasaurus’ and we have reminded the children that “what’s in your pants belongs only to you” 

and if “someone asks to see, you tell them no”. If you want to re-watch at home with your child, it is 

readily available online.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Starling Class (Reception) 



News from Starling Class (Reception) 
 
 

We continued our ‘word collecting’ work this week with the words below to build on our 

ambitious vocabulary:-  

 
 

As it is getting hotter, please ensure you send your child to school wearing sun cream and 

with a sunhat. We also need raincoats as the British weather is so unpredictable!  

 

Have a great weekend. 

The Reception Team 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Word Meaning 

Immerse To plunge or dip into water 

Vain Being overly proud of your appearance or achievements 

Hesitant When you are unsure about something 

Exclaim To cry out or speak suddenly 

Tropical When the weather is hot and humid. 
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News from Robin Class (Year 1) 
 
What a sporty week we have had in Robin Class. If you were able to come along to 
Sports Morning on Wednesday we hope you enjoyed watching and supporting your 
children and the whole Key Stage – your presence really does make a difference to the 
atmosphere. If you were unable to be there at the time, please be assured we 
understand about other commitments, and know that your child was cheered along 
just like everyone else! All the children showed the Olympic sporting values of Respect, 

Excellence and Friendship, encouraging one another 
praising others when they had done well, and 
performing in their races to the best of their ability – 
that’s all we ever ask! 
 
We have enjoyed having Mrs K Brown with us on 
Monday and Friday mornings, as well as Mrs Harwood 
on Tuesday-Thursday mornings in class since Mrs 
Carter left at half term. They have been working with 
your children in a variety of ways, mostly with Phonics 
and Maths as they are with us for mornings, but also 
hearing some readers and being general superstars! 
 
This week in Art we have reflected on last week’s lesson 
and been able 
to get out to 

collect natural objects ready to create our own 
sculptures in next week’s lesson.  
 
We have started to look at money this week in 
Maths. Next week, we will be using our 
knowledge to investigate making amounts 
and some of us will be trying to make totals 
using the smallest number of coins. Please do 
look at the money you have in your purse or 
wallet this weekend. We are very aware that 
children don’t see cash as much as they need 
to in order to appreciate its value. If you can 

talk with your 
child about the 
different coins 
we have in our 
monetary 
system and talk about the value of each coin with them, 
that would be amazing! 
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News from Robin Class (Year 1) 
 

Next week, the children will be writing their 
own version of Jim and the Beanstalk – we are 
all looking forward to seeing their amazing 
writing and hearing their wonderful ideas! 
 
Thank you again to those of you really working 
with your child to encourage their reading skills 
– we’re continuing to notice these practised 
skills and appreciate the time you are giving to 
do this. 
 
Have a lovely, sunny weekend, 
 

The Year 1 Team 
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Firstly, thank you to all the parents, carers and grandparents that came to support the 
children on Wednesday for sports morning. The children had a fantastic time and were very 
proud of their individual and house achievements. The Year 2 teaching team were looking 
out for 4 characteristics of good Olympians and were delighted to see so many Year 2 
children being courageous, inspiring each other, respecting all participants and being 
determined to be the best they can be.  
 
In English this week Year 2 have worked hard to plan the middle element of their narrative 
text. We added time connectives and descriptive language to our plans as reminders and 
everyone is now keen to get writing their story next week. At home, ask your child to draw 
some of their characters and share the story with you. During our guided reading sessions 
we have been encouraging all the children to think about what they are reading and answer 
questions about the text, make plausible predictions and retell the story in their own words. 
Please encourage these skills when home reading.  
 
We were pleased to hear that some of the children enjoyed the mathletic challenges set this 
week. We will set more before the weekend. If  you need a password reminder please just 
email in. We are now moving onto our statistics block of learning and will be encouraging 
the children to record data on tally charts, block diagrams and pictograms. To support your 
child with this at home you could record the family member’s hair or eye colour, favourite 
food or even favourite TV shows.  
 
In other news we will be starting our DT project and creating under the sea 3D scenes and 
would appreciate if any families could send in a box for their child to work in. Either a shoe-
box or cereal box will suit, if you have more than one spare we would really appreciate the 
extra. Please do not worry about naming the boxes because the children need to plan the 
scene and then we hand out the box based on scene sizes. We thank you in advance for any 
help with this.  
 
We hope you all have a lovely weekend and enjoy the sunshine, 
 
Take care, 
 

The Year 2 Team 
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News from Owl Class (Year 2) 



 

17 

 
 

   

PTA UPDATE  
 
Sports Day:  
We were really pleased to be able to provide ice lollies for all the children after their 
hard work at sports day. 
 
Class reps:  
 
If you are in one of the class WhatsApp groups then your class rep will have 
introduced themselves and started sharing key messages with you. They are a vital 
link so we can get messages to you and receive feedback from you. A big thanks to 
them for offering their time, it is much appreciated.  
Our volunteer reps are:  
Reception: Erica 
Yr 1: Kayleigh 
Yr 2: Jude 
Yr 3: Kayleigh  
Yr 4: Lis 
Yr 5: Hayley 
Yr 6: Hayley 
 
Wonka Event:  
 
There is lots of hard work going on behind the scenes to make this community event 
a success. So how can you help?  
 
1. Buy your tickets.  
2. Please share the poster with friends and family beyond the school community so 
as many people as possible get to join us for a relaxed evening.  
3. Commit half an hour of your time to help us on the entrance gate, bar or popcorn 
stall. Please let your class rep know if you can do this or pop into the school office 
and add your name to the sheet. We really value your support.  
 



News from Peacock Class (Year 3) 
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In English, we have continued working on our diary writing. This week we have 

changed our notes into passages of writing, remembered to write in the first person, 

use dthe past tense, emotive language, time adverbials and kept our diaries informal. 

You will be able to read our work when you come for coffee on the 9th July. 

 

In Maths, we concluded our work on time by adding and subtracting times, in order 

to solve real life problems, as well as telling time to the minute in order to work out 

durations of time. Duration of time is the area that most children felt they needed 

more support with.  If you get chance, please ask how long something will take, how 

do you know and how can you work it out?    

 

In other work, we have thought about the 

changes in shopping between the 1940s 

and now. We were quite surprised at all the 

different types of shops and some of the 

funny names they had, ‘ironmongers’ and 

‘drapers’ seemed the most amusing!    

 

We also thought about rationing and decid-

ed some of us would have been very  

hungry, as we did not fancy many of the governments suggested meals that could be 

made from the limited food supplies. Would you fancy curried carrots or trench 

stew? (We checked this didn’t have rat meat! Basically it was anything you could find 

to put into one pot and then give it that name. To be honest that sums up most of my 

cooking anyway!)  

 

To follow the then government campaign for ‘dig for victory’ we planned our own 

dig for victory gardens, mapping out areas for the vegetables we would like to grow. 

We also officially opened our own victory garden at the front of school. 

 



News from Peacock Class (Year 3) 
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Wishing you an enjoyable weekend. 

  

The Year Three Team 

 

 

Dates 

Yr 3 Coffee Morning 9.7.24 9-10am 

Visit to Chiltern Open Air 16.7.24 

The Year 3 Team 

WEEKLY HOME ACTIVITIES 

Reading, please aim for at least 4x weekly noting what has been read in read-

ing diaries. Books and diary must be in school daily please. 

  Mathletics and Spelling Frame, logins for both are in reading diaries. 

  Tackling tables practice.    

 

REMINDERS 

Please name all clothing. 

 Send books and diaries into school each day.  

Full PE kits needed in school everyday. 
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We have been developing our understanding of proportion through studying the 
work of Lynette Yiadom-Boakye’s paintings of figures. We are changing the colour of 
the paint that comes from the tube to create a more muted colour palette. 
 
In our maths lessons we have been identifying different angles: acute, right, obtuse, 
reflex, interior and exterior. We have identified these in real objects around the 
school and within shapes – is your child able to do this with objects at home?  
 
Well done to everyone for their sports day performances and for supporting and  
encouraging all of the children in their events. 
 
In our PSHE lessons we have been looking at the feelings we may experience  
associated with change, the ways we can manage change in our lives and the  
opportunities this can bring. 
 
Next week a group of children are looking forward to playing some other schools in 
a cricket competition and they have been working hard on their bowling accuracy 
during some lunch breaks. 
 

The Year 4 Team 

 

   

News from Swift Class (Year 4) 
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Reporting Your Child’s Absence 
 
If your child is absent from school, you MUST notify school EACH DAY that they 
are absent by 9.30am and provide the reason for absence.   
 
You can notify us in the following ways: 
 Email us on office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 
 Telephone us on 01763 852474 
 Leave a Voicemail on the telephone number above 
 Tell us in person via our front desk 
 
If we haven’t heard from you each day that they are absent, we are obliged to 

investigate your child’s absence. 
 

Keeping Children Safe in the Sun! 
 

As the weather gets a little warmer over the course of this term, please can we remind you 
to make sure that your child has a named sunhat/cap and a water bottle in school each day 
and has had sun-cream applied in the morning. Sunglasses are not required so please do not 
send these into school unless these are required for a medical reason that we are already 
aware of.  At the moment we are more in need of sweatshirts and coats but the sun might 
appear at some point over the next few weeks!  
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Thank you to everyone who was able to come into school and support us for our Sports Day 
on Thursday morning. At last, the sun came out and we all enjoyed cheering one another on 
and spending time together outside of the classroom. Well done to all of those competitors 
who excelled in their events and also congratulations to everyone who took part even 
though it is not their favourite day of the year! We are proud of you all. 
 
In Maths this week, we have continued with our work on co-ordinates, plotting shapes and 
solving problems. We have also begun to translate shapes, once again using co-ordinates. 
 
In English, we have begun to write our explanation texts. We are explaining the 
development of African-American music from 1890 to 1990; this work is linked to our 
Geography topic this term - North America. We have listened to various musical extracts 
from all four musical genres and thought about how the music makes us feel, the 
instruments that have been used to create the sound and what socio-political issues the 
music was reflecting in North America at that 
time. As ever, your children have handled 
discussion of these big issues with maturity and 
curiosity and are producing interesting pieces of 
writing as a result. 
 
Finally, in P.S.H.E. this week we have begun to 
explore our body’s physical ‘Early Warning 
Systems’, the ways that our bodies communicate 
to us that they do not feel safe in a particular 
circumstance or environment. Our aim is to be 
able to articulate what these warning signs are 
for each of us individually and then to think 
about places that we do and do not feel safe 
across a range of environments. 
 
If you have not yet seen the document that came home with your child this week about 
Bikeability please do have a rummage in their bag for it. Our Bikeability course starts on 
Monday 1st July and lasts until Thursday 4th July inclusive. Your child will need their bike, in 
a roadworthy condition, in school every day during this period and they must bring and 
wear a helmet to take part in the course. No one who attends without a helmet will be 
allowed to take part. For further details please have a look at the document that was sent 
home. Any children who travel to school on the bus will be welcome to leave their bike in 
school overnight from Monday to Thursday. 

 
Have a wonderful weekend. 
 

The Year 5 Team 

News from Heron Class (Year 5) 
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We have started to rehearse for our production, this week, and, over the next 

couple of weeks, we will be designing, singing, acting, dancing, making, 

building, drawing, painting and writing in preparation for the two 

performances in the last full week of term (10th July – 2.00 pm and 11h July – 

6.00pm).  

 

Homework will be linked to the production – please learn the song words and 

the spoken words for their character.  Thank you. 

 

As well as rehearsing for the production, the students have continued with Art, 

Science, RE, Geography, PSHE and some investigative problems for Maths 

lessons.  

 

This week, as you know, was the KS2 Sports Day. It was a great success and it 

was great to see the determination and sportsmanship of the children as they 

competed. The children also helped in the running of the events in both Sports 

Days for Key Stage 1 on Wednesday and Key Stage 2 on Thursday. They were a 

wonderful help and seemed to thrive on taking the responsibility for doing so – 

which bodes well as they enter Key Stage 3.  

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

The Year 6 Team 

 

News from Puffin Class (Year 6) 

LEAVERS HOODIES—2nd PRINT RUN 

 

Date live online : Monday 17th June  
Deadline to order: Monday  24th June 
Delivery to school : Week Commencing 8th July  
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Café Church is back! 

This friendly café runs every Friday morning 9-11 

during term time in Steeple Morden Church 

Tea, coffee, home-made cake 

Toys and lots of space for little ones 

Do join us after school drop-off 



Events / Adverts / Messages posted on our website Community Page  

Smarties Preschool 

Litlington Preschool 

Bonfitness Pilates 

Helen O-Grady Drama Classes 

MF Tennis Coaching 

Modern Foreign Languages  Tuition 

Biggleswade Swimming Club 

Royston Hockey Club Juniors Section 

NCT Nearly New Sale 

Castle Coaching Football and Rugby training sessions 

First aid course—for adults, juniors and teens 

Summer Choral Courses at St Catherine’s College 

Theatretrain Holiday Sessions 
 

To find out more please go to the Community page on the Website: https://

www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk/community  

Community News 

Steeple Morden C of E Primary School 

7 Hay Street 

Steeple Morden 

Royston 

Hertfordshire 

SG8 0PD 

 

Phone: 01763 852474 

E-mail: office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

Website: www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

“Keep going, there’s always an answer.”  
Les Flitcroft 


