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“ Out of difficulties grow miracles. 

Jean de la Bruyere     .”  

  Friday 5th July 2024 

steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

 Message from Mrs Daniels: 
 The children were excited to perform for you earlier this afternoon in our final Rocksteady Concert of this academic year.  This was the culmination of weeks of hard work with Jim. Well done to all of our bands! The rest of the school enjoyed their own performance this morning which formed part of our weekly Celebration Assembly.  
 Next week it will be the turn of our Year 6 children who are working hard on their production of ‘Reach for the Sky!’ I have seen a few snippets of the rehearsals this week – lots of singing and acting in evidence and also the preparation of scenery, props and costumes.  
 We are looking forward to welcoming many of you back into school on Saturday for our film screening of ‘Wonka’ on the school field. The PTA would be very grateful of more offers of help on the day so if you can spare just half an hour of your time, any help would be very much appreciated.  Please sign up at the front desk or contact us via email.  
 Pupil reports will be sent home at the beginning of our final week in school along with information about classes and teachers for the next academic year. Children will have the opportunity to spend a morning with their new teachers on Wednesday 17th July which is when we welcome our new Reception children in to school and our oldest children spend some time at their secondary schools.  
 Have an enjoyable weekend and I look forward to seeing many of you on the field tomorrow!  Let’s hope the sun shines for us! 
 

Jo Daniels,  

Acting Headteacher 

 

 

Steeple Morden C of E Primary School 7 Hay Street Steeple Morden Royston Hertfordshire SG8 0PD 

 Phone: 01763 852474 E-mail: office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk Website: www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

“Be brave, be kind, be the best you can be.” 

“Life isn’t about finding yourself. Life is about creating yourself..” 
George Bernard Shaw 

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/jean-de-la-bruyere-quotes


Sat 6th July PTA Outdoor Cinema Event—WONKA Weds 10th July Year 6 Performance (afternoon)  2.00pm Thurs 11th July Year 6 Performance (evening) 6.30pm Mon 15th  July Reports home to parents Tues 16th  July Year 6 Party – 4-6pm Tues 16th July Year 3 Trip to Chiltern Open Air Museum Weds 17th July Year 6 to BVC Move up morning to new classes! Thurs 18th July Year 6 to BVC Year 6 Parents Meeting (at BVC) Fri 19th July Leavers Assembly 9.30am Final Day of Term! 

EASY FUNDRAISING  
 Thank you to everyone for raising donations for Steeple Morden Primary School with easyfundraising!  
 If you haven't signed up yet, it's easy and completely FREE. 8,100 brands will donate to us when you use easyfundraising to do your everyday online shopping - at no extra cost to you!  
 Every donation you raise makes a difference to us so please sign up & share today. https://

https://c.easyfundraising.org.uk/u/click?_t=1e860ec3fb414137baec711c0efb1c4d&_m=d44e431344f14295becf7889e9d3cfc9&_e=U5bGG51X1lBzxVrmsMCdw-pQWZ1GT_YhX0D9gybG9N-nx2UhMFFEt7zb4zP0U17Q5BuIRHAw-7hBhqsywNi-ByE9j2aDGUcBWmBUeMiXMm35A2oFgtpmYXHx4YEHfh62pDTEEFGeMNKn7Vl
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Absence Reporting 
 If your child is absent please advise us on 01763 852474 (Option 1) and leave a message on the absence line or email office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk    
 

Please don’t message via 
Parentmail as we don’t 
use this aspect of the 
system and so this won’t 
be seen. 

School Meal Charges        Summer 2024 Daily:            £2.40 Weekly:              £12.00 1st half term £67.20 2nd half term £81.60 Whole term £148.80 

 Please make payment for school lunches via Parentmail in advance 
of meals taken.   
 

We are now a 
‘cashless’ school and 
will no longer accept  
cash or cheques.  

 Term Dates 2023 - 2024 

  Autumn term begins  Tuesday 5th September 2023 Autumn half term  Monday 23rd - Friday 27th October 2023  Autumn term ends   Wednesday 20th December 2023 

INSET Days     Friday 1st September  
(pupils not in school)        Monday 4th September 

  Spring term begins  Thursday 4th January 2024  Spring half term    Monday 19th – Friday 23rd  February 2024  Spring term ends   Thursday 28th March 2024  
 Summer term begins       Tuesday 16th April 2024  Early May Bank Holiday Monday 6th May 2024 Summer half term  Monday 27th - Friday 31st May 2024  Summer term ends  Friday 19th July 2024  
INSET Days    Monday 15th April  
(pupils not in school) Monday 3rd June 

    Monday 22nd July 
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Term Dates 2024-2025 

  

Autumn Term dates 

INSET:- Tuesday 3rd September 2024 & Wednesday 4th September 2024 

Thursday 5th September to Friday 25th October 
Half Term: Monday 28th October to Friday 1st November 

Monday 4th November to Friday 20th December 
Christmas Holidays:  Monday 23rd December to Friday 3rd January 

 

Spring Term dates 

INSET:- Monday 6th January 2025 

Tuesday 7th January to Friday 14th February 

Half Term: Monday 17th February to Friday 21st February 

Monday 24th February to Friday 4th April 
Easter Holidays: Monday 7th April to Monday 21st April  
 

Summer Term dates 

INSET:- Monday 21st  April 2025 and Monday 1st  June 2025 

Tuesday 22nd April to Friday 23rd May 

Half Term: Monday 26th May to Friday 30th May 

Tuesday 2nd June to Wednesday 23rd July 

Summer Holiday: Thursday 24th July onwards 
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Home Time Arrangements 

 Please ensure that you advise the office by email on office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk by  12 noon if your child’s home time arrangement will be different from usual.  
 Please also remember that if your child is being collected with another child to let us know; we've had a number of occasions when the office has had to make a last-minute phone call at the end of the day.  

Playground 

 Parents are asked to ensure that their children, whether those who attend school or younger siblings, do not play in the gazebo or on the play structure at school pick up time.  This is to ensure everyone’s safety and prevent any damage to these valuable structures.   Please ensure that once on the school premises, bikes and scooters are walked, not ridden.  

School uniform 

 Please, please ensure that your child’s belongings (uniform, bags, water bottle etc) are all labelled with your child’s name.  We have a number of jumpers and other items which have been misplaced by their owners which we can’t return as they don’t have the child’s name inside, or have the name of a ‘previous owner’.  
 Look out for a uniform email next week! 



Notice Board 
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Illness in School 
 If your child is absent from school, you must notify school by 9.30am of the reason for absence.  If we haven’t heard from you, we are obliged to investigate your child’s absence. 
 

 

 

 

 

 Please see (left) a basic summary showing recommended times for children to be away from school when suffering from childhood diseases.  A comprehensive list is available at  https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/Guidance_on_infection_control_in%20schools_poster.pdf  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 * For sickness and/or diarrhea it is essential to keep your child away from school until 48 hours 
after the last episode of diarrhoea/vomiting.  These sorts of bugs can be transmitted very easily, particularly in school settings.  We do encourage lots of hand-washing in school and would ask you to follow this at home, as well.  Please remember if your child is unwell they will be much more comfortable at home with a parent or carer who can look after them much more closely than we can in school. 
 **For advice on dealing with headlice please see https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/ 

Condition Absent for Chickenpox Five days from the onset of rash and all the lesions have crusted over Impetigo Until lesions are crusted/healed or 48 hours after starting antibiotic treatment Measles 4 days from onset of rash and once# recovered Scarlet Fever Exclude until 24 hours of appropriate  antibiotic treatment completed *Sickness and/or diar-rhoea 

Until 48 hours after last episode of sick-ness/diarrhoea 

Conjunctivitis None **Headlice None Mumps 5 days after onset of swelling Tonsillitis None 
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Covid-19  -  Current advice is that this should be treated as any other respiratory infection.  The following is from People with symptoms of a respiratory infection including COVID-19 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

 

Symptoms of respiratory infections, including COVID-19 Respiratory infections can spread easily between people. It is important to be aware of symptoms so you can take action to reduce the risk of spreading your infection to other people. The symptoms of COVID-19 and other respiratory infections are very similar. It is not possible to tell if you have COVID-19, flu or another respiratory infection based on symptoms alone. Most people with COVID-19 and other respiratory infections will have a relatively mild illness, especially if they have been vaccinated. 
 If you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, such as COVID-19, and you have a high temperature or you do not feel well enough to go to work or carry out normal activities, you are advised to try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people. 
 Symptoms of COVID-19, flu and common respiratory infections include: 
 

 continuous cough 

 high temperature, fever or chills 

 loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell 
 shortness of breath 

 unexplained tiredness, lack of energy 

 muscle aches or pains that are not due to exercise 

 not wanting to eat or not feeling hungry 

 headache that is unusual or longer lasting than usual 
 sore throat, stuffy or runny nose 

 diarrhoea, feeling sick or being sick 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/people-with-symptoms-of-a-respiratory-infection-including-covid-19#what-to-do-if-you-have-symptoms-of-a-respiratory-infection-including-covid-19-and-have-not-taken-a-covid-19-test
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/people-with-symptoms-of-a-respiratory-infection-including-covid-19#what-to-do-if-you-have-symptoms-of-a-respiratory-infection-including-covid-19-and-have-not-taken-a-covid-19-test
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We have been consolidating our learning about ‘Under the Sea’. We have been really impressed with the 
children's  knowledge and understanding all about the ocean. The children have been focussing on the 
story ‘The Snail and the Whale’ by Julia Donaldson. They have been sequencing the events and writing 
sentences describing the animals.  

 

In Maths, we have revisited number bonds to 10 to ensure children really know 
these. They should be able to say “four and six make ten” with all the numbers up 
to ten. You could practise by saying a number and asking your child to say the 
‘partner number’ to make ten.  
 

In Phonics we reviewed our Phase 5 learning so far. We were really impressed 
with how much the children had remembered and recalled the phonemes we had 
learnt so far. This is partly because of all the practice you do at home so please 
keep it up!  
 

In Art, we have been painting using shades of blue to show the layers of the ocean that we learnt about 
previously. In History, we learnt about David Attenborough and how he has helped to look after our  
planet. The children were fascinated by his work and enjoyed hearing him talk about sea creatures.  
We continued our ‘word collecting’ work this week with the following words below to build on our  
ambitious vocabulary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Word Meaning 

Comfort A feeling of being relaxed and pain free 

Beckon To make a gesture to instruct someone to approach or follow 

Lamentable When circumstances or conditions are very bad 

Compassion A feeling of sympathy for someone who is suffering 

Feeble To be weak because of age or illness 

News from Starling Class (Reception) 



News from Starling Class (Reception) 
 Now Summer has finally arrived, please ensure you send your child to school wearing sun cream and with a sunhat along with a raincoat as the weather is very unpredictable at the moment! 
 Next week we will begin learning about pirates… ahoy matey! The children will hear about famous pirates, look at maps and learn about keys and treasure.  
 You will receive a letter about ‘Pirate Day’ soon. We are planning to have a pirate party with the children in the final week of term. The children are welcome to come dressed as a pirate, this could be a striped t-shirt and some shorts. They will complete some piratey crafts and learn some pirate songs. We’re hoping for a tip-top day! 
 Have a great weekend. 
 

The Reception Team  
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News from Robin Class (Year 1) 
 This week in Robin class we have been thinking about non-fiction texts. The children have all planned their own non-fiction page to write about frogs or butterflies, thinking about their headings and sub-headings. We are all very excited to start writing these next week.  
 We have come to the end of our unit learning about numbers to 100 in Maths this week. The children have really deepened their knowledge of these numbers, considering what each digit represents, how they can use whole-part models to show these, and comparing any 2-digit numbers, using the language of ‘greater than’ and ‘less than’. They have also remembered to use the symbols < for ‘less than’ and > for ‘greater than’. It is still a challenge for some to remember to ‘read’ the number sentence from left to right to ensure these symbols are the right way around! 
 We have also concluded our RE unit, thinking about the question, “Why do Jewish people say so many prayers and blessings?” by discussing what we have found out about Jewish people and when they say these prayers and blessings. We decided that Jewish people must say so many prayers and blessings because they have a lot to thank their God for. 
 We changed library books on Wednesday as usual this week. We will be taking these books in next Wednesday and not getting a new one, to give us time to give the library a really good sort. In the same way, the reading book brought home today will be the last one for this year. If you have any old reading or library books which should have already been returned, please do send them in – no questions asked – we would just like to get back to a full complement of books! Thank you. 
 For our music lessons, the children have been practising playing different parts on the glockenspiels as well as singing the song, ‘Cuckoo’. We are hoping to perform this to another class next week.  
 Thank you for your ongoing support, we hope you have a restful weekend. 

 

The Year 1 
Team 
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PTA NEWS 
 

 This week Steph Barrett, Hayley Hill and Charlotte Lindsay joined the Reception new parent meeting to offer refreshments and promote the PTA. Steph spoke to the parents about the way the PTA adds to the community fun and feel of the school.  
 

WONKA EVENT There is lots of hard work going on behind the scenes to make this community event a success. So how can you help?  
 1. Buy your tickets. The Family ticket is great value at just £16. and can only be bought in advance. 2. Please share the poster with friends and family beyond the school community so as many people as possible get to join us for a relaxed evening.  3. Commit half an hour of your time to help us on the entrance gate, bar or popcorn stall. Please let your class rep know if you can do this or pop into the school office and add your name to the sheet. We really value your support.  
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  A busy week for the Owl children this week, performing poetry, describing movement, creating digital pictograms and thinking about how our responsibilities are changing as we get older.  
 In Maths we have started looking at position and direction and learnt lots of new vocabulary. Practice of using these words at home will really embed your child’s learning.  

 

 In English we have started looking at a variety of styles of poetry. After watching clips of performance poetry by Benjamin Zephaniah we performed our own free verse poems. The children changed their pace, pitch and even added actions, it was great fun!  
 In computing we used www.j2e.com/jit5 to create our own pictograms. We learnt that using digital devices can be quicker to record data than by hand. The resource is free and accessible from home. I know the children were keen to continue this learning and explore all the options within the website.  Have a great weekend. 

The Year 2 Team 

forwards backwards up down left clockwise quarter - turn right half –turn full - turn anti-clockwise three- quarter turn 

16 

News from Owl Class (Year 2) 

http://www.j2e.com/jit5
http://www.j2e.com/jit5
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News from Peacock Class (Year 3) 
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This week’s highlight was the walk to Ashwell. 
  In preparation for the walk and visit, we spent some time reminding ourselves about the facts we have gathered so far along our pathways through the past.   There is evidence of a settlement in Ashwell from as far back as the Iron Age. We know this as archaeologists have found evidence and artefacts in the form of postholes, pottery remains, metalwork, and evidence of fires from domes-tic and early manufacturing.  We were able to talk knowledgeably about these and how they would have been used by the Celts and the impact they had on the development of farming and daily life.  
 Jumping to the Tudors, we were able to talk about how and why houses were built and what they looked like. We could remember what show offs the Tudors were, given the chance, about how wealthy they were. We also discussed how superstition about spirits influenced their beliefs and lives. We listed what evidence we expected to find in Ashwell about its Tudor past.  
 Another leap through time found us in the 1940s. We expected evidence of Ashwell life in this time to be more plentiful; there may even be people to talk to that were actually there! We wrote a con-siderable list of what could be stored in the museum about this period.    
 The walk itself went very well, the weather was kind and we had lots of fun, although we were sure the school had been moved further away while we were in Ashwell, as the walk back seemed very long and much brisker than the walk there!  While in Ashwell, we had a snack and play in the park, visited the museum, went in the church, had a walking tour of Ashwell, interviewed ‘Ashlothians’, had a picnic, and had a very enthusiastic paddle in the Springs, all before heading back to school for the end of the day.  
 I cannot imagine why anyone wouldn’t have slept well on Tuesday night! 
   



News from Peacock Class (Year 3) 
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Back in the classroom, we have started work on creating a leaflet about Ashwell today; we are do-ing this in small groups so that we can share out all the work. This will form the basis of our work until the end of the year (I can hardly believe I have just written that last sentence, I do not know how we have reached this point of the year so very soon, time flying and fun!!)  
 Wishing you an enjoyable weekend 

The Year 3 Team 

 

DATES Yr 3 Coffee Morning 9.7.24 9-10am Visit to Chiltern Open Air Museum 16.7.24 

WEEKLY HOME ACTIVITIES 

Reading, please aim for at least 4x weekly noting what has been read in reading dia-ries. Books and diaries must be in school daily please.  Mathletics and Spelling Frame, logins for both are in reading diaries.  Tackling tables practice.    
 

REMINDERS Please name all clothing.  Send books and diaries into school each day.  Full PE kits needed in school everyday. 
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This week in our English work, we have been revising how speech can be  constructed in texts so it is more interesting to read and we have been weaving to-gether action dialogue and description to create narratives. 
 We have been looking at statistics in our Maths lessons by reading and creating graphs, remembering the conventions for these such as selecting an appropri-ate scale and labelling both the   and y axis. 
 Taking part in a live ‘draw along’ over zoom with other schools from around the world was a highlight in the week. Artists showed us how to create different lines with pencil. Elijah took a shine to the Bugatti and noticed a number of  details to make his drawing more  realistic.   
 In our PSHE lessons we have been learn-ing about peer pressure, risk and  managing change. Helping children  understand that if they find themselves in a risky situation with friends it is ok to say stop and think through the options.  
 Our school councillors would like to say thank you to everyone who has helped pro-vide cakes for the bake sale to raise money for our school and associated charities.   
 

The Year 4 Team 

 

   

News from Swift Class (Year 4) 
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Reporting Your Child’s Absence 

 If your child is absent from school, you MUST notify school EACH DAY that they are absent by 9.30am and provide the reason for absence.   
 You can notify us in the following ways: 
 Email us on office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

 Telephone us on 01763 852474 

 Leave a Voicemail on the telephone number above 

 Tell us in person via our front desk 

 If we haven’t heard from you each day that they are absent, we are obliged to investigate your child’s absence. 
 

Keeping Children Safe in the Sun! 

 As the weather gets a little warmer over the course of this term, please can we remind you to make sure that your child has a named sunhat/cap and a water bottle in school each day and has had sun-cream applied in the morning. Sunglasses are not required so please do not send these into school unless these are required for a medical reason that we are already aware of.  At the moment we are more in need of sweatshirts and coats but the sun might appear at some point over the next few weeks!  
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We have had a busy and exciting week in Year 5. In Maths this week, we have been working on adding and subtracting decimals with a different number of decimal places.  In P.S.H.E., we have spent some time working on the importance of physical and mental health and the ways in which we can take steps to ensure the best possible physical and mental health for ourselves. The children are busy designing posters to show what they have learnt. 
 In Computing, we have begun some work on creating digital portraits. This has been a lot of fun as we have explored different backgrounds around school to take our photos. 
 As you know, Bikeabiity has also taken place this week. The instructors were pleased with the focus and the concentration shown by most of the children and they were pleased to hand out some awards when the training finished on Thursday. Photos to follow in The Star next week. 
 Rocksteady bands have also performed for their final time this year at their end of term concert. As we have many Rocksteady performers in Year 5, this is a significant event for many of our children and it was a delight to watch them share the results of their hard work with the other children and parents on Friday.  
 With thanks for your continued support, 

The Year 5 Team 

News from Heron Class (Year 5) 
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This week we have been continuing to rehearse for our end of year production. We are all looking forward to the performances next week. All costumes should be in by now – thank you for organising this. You should also have applied for tickets for the performance for the Wednesday (2.00pm start) or the Thursday (6.30pm start).  
 Could you please ensure that the children arrive at 6.00 pm on Thursday 11th July. This will then give them time to change and be ready for the start at 6.30pm. We anticipate the performance will last for around 45 minutes at the most, therefore could you pick your child up at 7.15pm (if you are not attending that evening’s performance). Thank you. 
 Homework will continue to be linked to the production. 
 As well as rehearsing for the production the students have continued with Art, Science, RE and Geography. 
 Thank you for your continued support. 
The Year 6 Team 

 

News from Puffin Class (Year 6) 

Book Fair—Message from Mrs Barbour 

Thank you for all of your support at our recent Scholastic Travelling 
book Fair. 

Sales over the two days came to £1033.09 which means that we’ve 
earnt a fantastic credit of £516.55 to be 
spent on books for our library 



 

26 

 

 

 

 

Café Church is back! 
This friendly café runs every Friday morning 9-11 

during term time in Steeple Morden Church 

Tea, coffee, home-made cake 

Toys and lots of space for little ones 

Do join us after school drop-off 



Events / Adverts / Messages posted on our website Community Page  Smarties Preschool Litlington Preschool Bonfitness Pilates Helen O-Grady Drama Classes MF Tennis Coaching Modern Foreign Languages  Tuition Biggleswade Swimming Club Royston Hockey Club Juniors Section NCT Nearly New Sale Castle Coaching Football and Rugby training sessions First aid course—for adults, juniors and teens Oxford & Cambridge Singing School Holiday Club at St Catherine’s College Theatretrain Holiday Sessions Cambridge United FC Summer School The Outdoors Project—Cambridge & Royston 
 

To find out more please go to the Community page on the Website: https://
www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk/community  

Community News 

Steeple Morden C of E Primary School 7 Hay Street Steeple Morden Royston Hertfordshire SG8 0PD 

 Phone: 01763 852474 E-mail: office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk Website: www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

“Our five year old son thinks I ought to work in a local bookshop, and I can see 
the appeal of that.”  

Keir Starmer 


